
Rqal! Arch Masrn in Worcee'tershire. 

The ~irst Pro-.1n.cial Grand Master for WorceS"terehire was Sir(? ) 

Robert de Cairn.wall (who alam b.ce-lJd the same <J1..ffice in the PrO!Yinces· 

0$ GXretucester shire, Sha:-opehire, Mammauthshire. and Herefordshire) (•J 

The a ppoint•ent took effact on 9th. ~une ]753. De Cornwell died 

in ll.756 and the.re was a ]apse ar 36 years i .e. untill 21st. J anuacy 

J '/1~ 11792, when John Dent, M. P. , was appointed P r 0ivinciall Grand Master 

I f'ot> 

and Grand Supar:ilrtendent ( R. A. ) . During the three years at de 

Carnwaln as P . G. M. there was c:m1y ane Lodge wairking in the PrClllVince 

viz. the. L<Id«e at The Talbot Haltel. at Stourbridge>, numbered No. liJJ9 

in the LC!ldge regi et er ~ the Grand Ladee ( 'Made ms• ) ~ erected in 

].733' and e raeed in ] 769. (.1.) 

).,c '4 ~~ .. ~.(';"::. :.. c-~ t. ~ <! .u. c... 
Gaeitt~ it will be U:Cal lei') that tbe Pre•ie-r Grand Lodge 

( ' Moderns • ) was :formed in 1-717 and the ' Atholl. ( ' Antieuts•) Grand 

L~e 34 y~ars later (i . e . in. 1751). The • Metderas • w~re Jluke-

warm. (!J)l" even ho.stiLe at tillee to1 R• yal Arch Maecmry whereas the 

"Antiente ' regarded ft as "the root, h.eart and m.arrow0 of Maecmry . 

The Rey.al Arch Degree was worked i:n. the' ' Antien.ts ' Crrlt Lodges 

with th"e kno.iwledge and approval of their Grand Lodge and it is 

suspected that,in dua c~uree , the practice spread ta> S<ll.Dle ' Moderns• 

The ' Moderns' had a clear need for a Grand Chapter, borth to 

regulLariae a growing practica and ta> see:t the co•petition o~ their 
.)-~ t..) 

~e'St and energetic rivale~~A And tnat Grand Chapter came tn 

1766, pr~bablly' as . warmly welcoa ed by the rank 8.lld file as it was 

keenly resented by some o£ their leaders and officials.~~) 

Bawever,'' by tne year 1800 the 'Moderns ' had warranted about 

].26 and the. • Anrtiente • abc!tut 83 chapter s , only sOJlle a.f which were 

at wa:r.rk, burt we see what is p r obably a move in the direction o~ the 

unio:n of the tvOJ bodies in a regulatinn of 1798 1to the effect that 

no, Ra7yaL Arch Masm. exallted in a Lodge , as distinct from a chapter, 

couJLd be admitted as a member o~ ox ~isitar t a> a chapter~ 

Obviously, at thiis date, scrae Crrlt lta'dges were etillL w~rking the 

RauaD. Arch cf'tlDlanial, and, al.though the regulation was nort every

wbere observed, it does suggest that there was a growing ~eeling 
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that the "regular" Roy al:. Arch Maeon was one wh~ had received the 

degrett in a chapte:r , nQrt in a 1.odge. 

The coming iirto> force, 1.ate in the ~790'e, o£ the lave a&ainst 

seditious me ings (39 Ge~.11.l , ch.~9 ) brought uncertainty inta 

Mas~nic administration, b~th Craft and Royall Arch, but, apparentlly, 

e'trengtbened the hands o~ Grand Chapter in requirisg that the peti t-

ion for a new chapter ehoul.d came fraa a lodge of Craft aasan~a111il--
' 

Jl.e unanani1KtDe]7 s.ifpled a'\ a aee'\ing :frOBl whioh 'bretnren wa were -

-not 1{ A . Ma acme or did nut intel'lcl '\~ lle· eiaJ.tecl in t1Y proposed new 

dt~er haa witbdrawn"~ 

E. Co_mp. F.J.Underwood, P .G.St.Br. (P.Z. No 1.280 ) , writing to a 

friend on 25th. March 1.942, said " ••• 280 (i.e. Wo-rcester Lodge ) 

worked a chapter in the years 1809 -12 without e:zq Warrant, ae vas 

frequently dane in t hose d83'B· When Jahn Allen J nr., who· wae the 
~ moving spirit :in this chapter , died in 1812 it seems tei ,have been 

dropped, prababl.y ae ther& was no one eufficientliy acquaiDte~ith 

the WX>rk •. But the interesting point is that when St . Wuliatane 

Ch:apterH was varra.nited in l!B45 (sic . ) the Paunders were exalted in 

a Leic~ster Chapter ~ but iamediately a:fter the consecration a 

number or aeabe.re of Letdge Nm. 280 ( "Warceeter") becaae j<l'inf.ng 

aeabere and 8.lllongat the• 7 or 8 whc were aembere <i1f the Lodge during 

:D.809 - 12. They had probably bee:n exalted but as they had nct 

registered with Grand Chapter they would not be eligable aa toU?Jders ~ 

Wbere E.Ca.p . Underwood obtained bis inf'ormatian is nGVt knawn but it 

is credibl e- when one ccmeidere the la.xi ty in 01rganisatian of boJth 

Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter in those. tiaee 

The first atxthentic 1n:foraa.tio.n we have concerning HO\Yal.. Arca 

Masonry in the Prorvince ie fro• the Minutes <JJJt HarmoDic Lodge NOJ •. 313 
k1+y 
t 1'1f-l.f-' (now 252) aee-ting at Dudll.ey dated 7tl!s. .. May llB-44 when it was reccmrded 

that "Bras. Shedden,. Marris, Masef'ieid, Harper a.ml P~ttereOD we-re 

ap pointed a Cmmnittee ~~ aake enquiries as to the probable e:xpenee 

of the Royall. Arch and reporl to t he next Lodge" ~'1) Ot this 
I 

COl!llittee only Bros. Shedden and Ma rris WEI"• Royal Arch Masone 

(bath aeabere ~ Chapter o-r :Pattitude No . 51. (naw "lJ): 
~........_ 
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"ALthough there is nm racard o.f th.e warlti.ng d the. Cam:mittee, Bros. 

Shedden and Marris evidently took the Dli8.tter in band eerioually far <!>n 

Jully ll3th. 1844, a Pe.tit ion was c<lDllpll.eted :far suba:iesion to Supreme 

Grand Chapter"~ It was signed by:-

J. W .Harris, 'Z', St •. Peters Chapter No. 607( llC:'lJWI 4].9), Vcn,lver
-ba.Jlptcm, 

(Re~.)H . .R 81ade,D.D. 'H' " 

Pauil Law 

Jasep-h Spe111cttr / 

C • S . C1arke "' 
Tb<:rs. Cllear,...., 

J .- C .L. Darby 

E,;jl~~~~-
0 .~ . .t<eJ.Lander 

·~ " It " It " It 

J as. Mo Frie v Chapter emf Portitude No. 51. (new 4}), Bi_rs
-:i ngba.11 .. 

J • Shenden / " " " 11 n 11 n 

~ 
Thus ri ~ the Pounders bailed fraa Sta.ff ordebire and 

t'Wl fro• Warwickshire •. 

1> i:-C The pe..ti ticm was granted and jhe Chaptet~OIJ.self:rated 
I f'i.f.t+ ~t.lh.~,q ~ . (;i .~ -6c· -

at#ha Swan Inn, Dud'.Ley, on Friday, l.3th. December 1844if\.by-

E. Co:sp. J .W.Harrfe, as •z• (ho7,,._-w u-•W ...ttte.6-,.(,.sqe.Jµo;.;, 

" Rev. Henry Raper SLade, D.D. , as 'B' ('07,~u.u;) 
11 Louis Charlles de Loude, as 'J' (bo7, -vu 4-1 ?) 

c;;-zt' . 
who we-re the th~ejPr1:r:n.c/pals of St. Peters Chapter No .4li9,, Wa.11lver-

hampttm. They were assisted by :-

Comp . Thoaas- C]ear, as Sc . • E • ~ o "h A-4--IS"\J 4- ' c;) 
" Gexitrge Hil t0Jn, as Sc.• N' 

" 

" 
Ill 

Mo;eee Iro:mncmger, aS' .r. Soja-urn.er 

Tlwmas ¥idder Meyrick,J 
Paull. Law- ~ assistant Sajaurners 

J.Shedden, as Janitor 

ImmediateJ.y after the consecration Bra. Wil~i&Jll Masefie~d, 

W.C.Rabinso.n, John Bciltom, A1.exander _>attersa.n, John Bateman and 

~homaa Payn& were balloted fOT and exalted in eeparate pairs . 

The appaintaent a~ Officers 0'1f the ne~ Ch.apter caJle next 

and, preeumab].y' JS . Camp . John WindOMs Harris, as CO.JlSecrating • z• 
invested:-

J ahn Sh~dden as ' H' 
J aae8' Ma·rri s as ' J • 

P. T. O. 
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JGthn Bc!zlto.n, as Sc •. • E ' 

Jahn Bate•an as Sc •. 'N ' 
WA .. Jtasefielld as .P . So ja.urner 

A.Patter son ) Asst . Sojourners 
'.1.'boJlas Payne> 

Comp . Maeefielid was requested to officiate ae Treasurer pending 

the appointae?Jt o"'f another Camp anion in due course. Cmap •. 

W. C. Robinson was 11 ellected 11 Jani tor. 

~ive days later. i . e . on Wednesd~ , ~8tb . December 1844, 

St . ~uistans Chapter No. 349 lnaw 280) was co:nsecrated by E.Co•p. 

~ Sava8e <~) who jaurn6~e.d from London fo r that purpcrse,.-.. at the 

reauest of Supreme Grand Chapter. Be was assisted by 

when E .Co11p~ Joseph Bennet' was invested as MZ", J aaee Anlight 

as 11B11 and Hobert Rising as 11J 11 • • Fol]owing the Consecration 
t eit Brethren were exalted 

Thus began the pr actice of Roya:D. Arch 1 aeanry in Wor cestershire 

by the ctnsecration of two Chapters in quick succession. 

St . WuJ.Lstans 
The next six years saw;tb Chapter struggling ~or existance . 

( ... 
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